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Mission can only be “we”,

John Donne’s quote—"“No man is an island,
entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent,
a part of the main"—is well-known in English
literature. No one is truly autonomous in life. As a
social being, man can only survive the challenges of
life and profit from them when working together in
society. This is especially true in the mission world,
where a loving and supportive community is God's
strategy for testifying to the world about His Son.

Yet in many places, a growing individualism
understands God’s calling as personal, informing
my perspective, my reasoning and my theology. On
this basis, | raise my support and | relate to my home
church and supporters. But this individualistic and
ultimately self-centred approach to both mission
and church is seriously flawed, because it fails to
integrate personal call into that of the larger church
body which is God’s chosen means for displaying
His wisdom.”

A call from God to serve Him is indeed
personal, but from that point onward, the process
of equipping, sending and supporting workers is
not. Nor are the victories and setbacks inevitable
in mission a purely personal matter for a worker. In
obedience to God and as a testimony to the world,
mission can only be ‘we’, never 'me’. Successful

20134 3 B 7 H » EFRLEE TR —EEE OM
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never “me”

mission tenure capitalizes on every form of available
support in non-passive relationships. Home
churches and mission agencies have unique yet
complementary roles in providing comprehensive
support for their people. Wise workers also realize
that their surrounding community in the field is also
a crucial arena to give and receive support in as they
share in the life of the host society.

Any Christian worker needs others to help him
succeed in his calling. Made in God’s image, humans
do not thrive when isolated. There is no place for
a 'Rambo missionary’. The personal call to mission
concentrates on a person’s relationship with God.
Having sensed the Holy Spirit's prompting to serve
in mission, the person begins a lifelong journey
of walking, trusting, fellowship, dependency and
journeying with God.

On the organisation level, the church as the
sending agency and the mission organisation as the
receiving agency join their strengths. The church
provides spiritual support through prayer, home
care and finances; the receiving agency provides
necessary training such as language acquisition and
ministry skills to function effectively on the field. The
mission agency also provides spiritual accountability,
work structures, cultural training and ongoing
Bible and discipleship mentoring. The partnership
between the home church and the mission field
ensures that the missionary is well-supported and
far more likely to succeed.

Donne’s observation reveals how our society
requires each ‘piece of the continent’. You may be in
a strange land, toiling alone in the mission field. But
remember: you are never alone-you are a part of
us and we are a part of you. Behind you is a host of
people supporting you, cheering you on, affirming
you and wanting you to succeed. Above all else, the
One we serve is a part of us and we are a part of
Him’—islands no more.

1.John 17:21-23 2. Ephesians 3:10 3.John 154, 5
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Presence of Jesus brings Real Change

I want to congratulate OM Hong Kong on
its 25th Anniversary. Thank you for faithfully
proclaiming the message of missions to the
churches of Hong Kong and for reaching out with
the love of Christ to those in Hong Kong and those
who have come from mainland China.

When | reflect on our calling, my mind goes
to John 20:19-23. Here we see the difference the
presence of Jesus makes. The disciples are locked
away in fear, but the presence of Jesus changes
everything. Their sadness is turned to joy. Their
fear is turned to a boldness that no persecution can
destroy. This is why we must take the presence of
Jesus (and we are His hands and feet) into all the
nations of the world and into the broken situations
and lives in those nations.

As we go, we can proclaim His peace. Just
as Jesus said, “Peace’, to these troubled disciples,
we can proclaim, “Peace’, to a troubled world.
He finished the work on the cross and now that
wonderful, “Shalom”, which Jesus issued to those

disciples, we can proclaim in His
name to those who are troubled
and distressed. Just as the Father
sent the Lord Jesus, so He now
sends us. | often think of how the
Father sent the Lord Jesus. He sent
His Son to pour out his life for a
broken, lost world. Now the Lord
Jesus says, in that same way, ‘I am
sending you”. That is our calling:
to pour out our lives for a lost and
broken world. Thank God we are
not to do that in our own strength,
but we are given, as we see, in verse

22, the Holy Spirit to energise us and to lead us and
empower us in this task. What a message we have.
That message is peace, because sins can be forgiven
as we see in verse 23. This verse should not be
misunderstood so that we conclude that one person
has the authority to forgive or to refuse to forgive
the sins of another person. | believe this is a promise
to the whole church, as we go into all nations,
empowered by the Spirit, sent by the Lord Jesus,
preaching the Good News of the finished work of
Christ, some will respond. To those, in Jesus Name,
we can assure them that sins are forgiven. Some,
tragically, will refuse to respond and the seriousness
of the calling is seen in the fact that Jesus says their
sins will not be forgiven.

May OM, throughout the world, and may OM
Hong Kong, continue to respond to this great call
of the Lord Jesus that we see in these verses. God
bless you for the next 25 years.
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An Innovative Fisher of Men

I am thankful for the growing contribution
of the Church in Hong Kong to world mission. As
we celebrate these 25 years of fruitful ministry for
OM in Hong Kong I am reminded of Jesus’ words
in Mark 1:177when he invited Andrew and Simon to
join him in his mission, “Follow me, and | will make
you become fishers of men.” Stella Chan focused
on sending disciples from Hong Kong into overseas
mission to be fishers of men. Cheuk-chung has
been called to continue this mandate to help send
disciples of Christ to the nations and in these last
few years with his team, he has also developed a
discipleship ministry among the overseas workers in
Hong Kong.

When | served as the director of the Doulos
between 1993 and 1998, and later as director on
Doulos again and then Logos from 2004 to 2009, it
was a joy to see the quality of the people serving on
board from Hong Kong. They joined us for a season
as disciples of Jesus, fishing for more disciples in the
nations. With around one million visitors each year
the OM ships have been a significant catalyst for
the gospel and mission in ports around the world
including Hong Kong. | believe that the churches of
Hong Kong have a great capacity to send people as
“fishers of men” among those least touched by the
good news of Christ. Cheuk-chung and his team live

TERTINE » B85k OM I — BRI R ERHE -

out a calling from God to follow Jesus and fish for
people in Hong Kong who will grow as disciples of
Jesus and go with Jesus on His mission among the
lost in Hong Kong, China and to the nations.

As | reflect on this simple invitation of Jesus
to Andrew and Simon, | see the priority of calling
people to follow Jesus as his disciples in the market
places of Hong Kong and to following him as his
disciple makers to the global market places. OM
Hong Kong is strategically placed to help the church
equip people for local and global mission. As we
celebrate these last 25 years of God's faithfulness
we anticipate a fresh wave of people called of
God in discipleship and mission in Hong Kong, to
neighbouring countries and my passion is to see
disciples of Christ from Hong Kong living among,
loving and serving muslim peoples of the world.

In OM in East Asia Pacific we have a strong
emphasis on being centred in Christ and His mission.
We see the need to prepare resilient people for
global mission. We have seen the resilience of those
who have joined us from Hong Kong. We also see
the need for innovative approaches to mission that
take us beyond traditional frameworks to embrace
multifaceted approaches to help transform lives and
communities with good news. The ship ministry is a
prime example of innovative mission. The disciples
who followed Jesus became leaders of people. To
fish for people is to influence people. To influence
people is to lead them. Jesus prepared leaders for
world mission. | sense in this next season Jesus is
calling people from Hong Kong to follow him and
become leaders on mission with a global influence
for him.

My prayer and passion is for the church in Asia
to release a new generation of innovative disciples
who will be on the cutting edge of leadership in
global mission.
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The Registration of OM Hong Kong

It was really a simple act, but one filled with

eternal significance.

One of our first Hong Kong OMer, Susie Lum
had served on the maiden voyage of the MV Logos
as a nurse in 1970. She was followed by Steven
Wong and Caleb Hsu in the mid-70s. Towards
the end of the 70s, Stella Chan and Janson Chan,
amongst a handful of Hong Kongers in that era,
joined the MV Logos and MV Doulos.

Stella Chan returned to Hong Kong after
her stint on board to work with her homechurch.
Together with a small group of individuals, she
began representing OM during her spare time. The
so called “office” was run by volunteers, also in their
spare time! As a result, several more joined.

In 1988, Stella shared with me that it was now
the right time to register OM Hong Kong. | was
then the Regional Director of OM in South East Asia
based in Singapore. | flew to Hong Kong in July/
August to meet Stella. At the same time the MV
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Doulos was in Kowloon. The ship had just ridden on

a huge typhoon coming from Taiwan.

Together, Stella and | went to the Lawyer's
office in Tsim Sha Tsui to sign the registration papers.
Stella had already prepared the papers with the
lawyer and it was a matter of formality to sign it.

Shortly, after that, OM Hong Kong was
properly registered and ready for “business”. Hong
Kong had such favourable laws and regulations
for organisations like OM. We received “charitable
status” as promptly as the registration was approved.
This status meant donors and supporters were able
to give to OM and still enjoy tax deductibility. This
proved to be a real incentive for supporters, and we
know it was a provision of the Lord.

| left on the MV Doulos to sail Manila amidst
another typhoon. | was in Manila to register OM
Philippines, one week after registering OM Hong
Kong!

Since then, we have seen OM Hong Kong fully
participating in world mission with OM International.
Hundreds have joined us to serve in both short and
long term work, all over the world. Today, we have
Hong Kongers in outstanding, long-term and fruitful
ministry in other parts of the world while others
have moved on to serve in other organisations and

churches.
Not bad for a simple act of registration!

But we know that God has been gracious and

favourable and to Him we give the praise and the

glory.
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